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 WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

                Cheri Vaughn     Geraldine McKinley 
     Ed Hodges       Judi Hickson 
               William Kenner  

 
Members Absent 

Mary Pat Musselman 
Mark Everett 

 
Others Present 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
John Rodman, Planning Director 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 

1.  A request has been made by the City of Washington to demolish the single family residence 
located on the property at 415 West Second Street. 
 
The Chairman explained that this item was continued a couple of months ago.  John Rodman came 
forward and explained that according to the State Historic Preservation Guidelines when a property 
owner comes forward and request demolition of a building in the historic district, the Commission 
cannot deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition or relocation.  However, the Commission 
may delay demolition or relocation up to one year.  Mr. Rodman stated that if the Commission delays 
the demolition for one year it becomes the Commission’s responsibility to help find an alternative 
use for the house.  He explained that the only way a demolition can be denied is if the structure has 
been determined to be of state wide significance, something that has been recognized as a national 
land mark.  Mr. Rodman stated that the City Council asked that the Commission move forward with 
the demolition and it is his understanding that they are fine with a 365 day delay.   
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Ed Hodges stated that he felt it was the consensus of the Commission to delay the demolition for the 
full 365 days.  Mr. Hodges stated that they are all of like mind on the request and asked that the 
public comments be limited.   
 
Dee Congleton, representing the board of the Washington Area Historic Foundation, came forward 
and was sworn in.  She stated that they recognize that the demolition can be delayed for 365 days.  
She stated that the house should not be demolished for a parking lot.   Ms. Congleton then mentioned 
Maggie Gregg with PNC and spoke about the different scenarios that PNC offers to help save the 
structure.  She stated that the Engineer firm that WAHF retained out of Greenville found that the 
house was structurally sound and a good candidate for preservation and restoration.  She stated that 
they hoped that within the 365 days there will be some changes that will occur.   
 
Jerry Creech came forward and also spoke against the demolition.  He also spoke about the pole that 
was completed by the Washington Daily News and how the majority of the voters were against 
tearing the house down.   Mr. Creech also stated that the City Council did not give the public the 
opportunity to speak on the request when it went before them.   
 
Virginia Finnerty came forward and stated that she was there speaking as a private citizen.  She 
stated that she is embarrassed by what is going on.  She stated that they regulate the type of 
materials someone can use in the historic district so much; yet tearing a historic structure down is so 
easy.  She stated that she is extremely upset by the lack of public support to save this house; her hope 
is to come together and fight this.  She stated that the house does not deserve to be demolished.     
 
The floor was closed and the Commission discussed the request further. 
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to the City of Washington to allow for the demolition of the property 
located at 415 West Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Section 6.0 Demolition and Relocation.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
place a delay on the demolition for up to 365 days.  William Kenner seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor. 
 

V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by the First Baptist Church for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
demolish the single family residence located on the property at 120 North Academy Street. 
 
David Daniel, representing the church, came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that the 
church has a Futures Committee and that Committee would like to add onto the Family Life Center.  
Mr. Daniel stated that the Church purchased this house since the property touches theirs.  He 
explained that with any addition the church would need to increase their impervious soil, so that a 
sedimentation pond would not be required.  The Committee felt that since this property is touching 
the Church’s property it would be in the Church’s best interest to purchase it.  Mr. Daniel stated that 
they are trying to find someone to take and remove the house from the property.  He explained that 
if they can’t find someone to relocate it then they would demolish the house.  Mr. Daniel then talked 
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about the house and the problems with the house structurally.  Mr. Daniel stated that his 
understanding is the house would be torn down and the lot would remain a green space.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.    
 
Dee Congleton came forward and stated that they have already lost too many historic homes in 
Washington and here they are again getting ready to lose another one. She also spoke about the 
large cost to move a house in the historic district.  Ms. Congleton stated that unfortunately their 
Churches are the worst offenders of tearing down houses in their historic town.  She stated that the 
Historic Foundation is against tearing down this house.   
 
Susan Zachery came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that she moved here 10 years ago 
because of the historic quaintness of the town.  She stated that she cannot believe that they are 
thinking about tearing down two houses.  Ms. Zachery stated that she has been in this house and 
didn’t see anything structurally wrong with it.  She stated that she is opposed to tearing down 
another house in the historic district.   
 
Lisa Hodges came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that she just needed clarification that the 
Commission cannot deny the request.  It was then explained that the Commission cannot delay the 
demolition, they can only delay it 365 days.  She stated that her home is adjacent to this property 
and she is very concerned about what will go there once the house is removed.  She stated that 
there isn’t anything that can be done, but she wanted to state that she didn’t want to see the house 
come down.   
 
David Carraway, resident of 110 N Academy Street, stated that his concern is if the house does 
come down, the lot is currently not an impervious surface and there is already a drainage problem 
in that area.  Mr. Carraway stated that the Church does have a drain with the City, but obviously the 
drain is not big enough to handle any of the drainage that is there now.  He stated that this is an 
issue that the City will have to look at if the Church does add on.   
 
Mr. Daniel stated that during the current renovation the Church spent $5000 to add the drain as a 
courtesy to the neighbors.  Ed Hodges asked if the house comes down if the Church would remove 
the concrete on the lot.  Mr. Daniel stated that the church is trying to avoid adding a sediment pond 
and would do anything that they needed to do to increase the impervious surface on the lot.  
William Kenner asked if the Church had a 50 year plan.  He also stated that if the Church plans on 
expanding that much in the future they may want to consider relocating to a larger piece of 
property.  Mr. Daniel stated that the Church would never consider relocating.  William Kenner 
stated that every ten years they come and want to tear down something and wait out the 365 days.  
He stated that it would be beneficial to the historic district if Churches want to expand so much, 
that they relocate to larger areas and not buy historic homes around them and tear them down.  Mr. 
Kenner stated that with the State statuettes the Commission’s hands are tied and they cannot stop 
the demolition of a historic house.          
 
The Chairman closed the floor and the Commission discussed the request amongst themselves.      
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Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant 
a Certificate of Appropriateness to the First Baptist Church to allow for the demolition of the 
property located at 120 North Academy Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of 
fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Section 6.0 Demolition and Relocation.  I further move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission place a delay on the demolition for up to 365 days.  Her motion was seconded by 
William Kenner and all voted in favor. 
 
2.  A request has been made by Ms. Judy Van Dorp for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct 
a screened in porch on the tertiary elevation of the property located at 709 West Main Street. 
 
Judy Van Dorp came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that they would like to square off the 
back of their house with a screen porch.  She stated that it is approximately 10’x18’ and they would 
use brick pillars, a metal roof, nice big 8’x8’ posts and white wood to match the house.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward. 
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Judy Van Dorp to add a 9’x14’ screened in porch on the 
tertiary elevation of the property located at 709 West Main Street.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact: the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.6 Porches and Entryways and 5.3 Additions.  Geraldine 
McKinley seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
3.  A request has been made by Mr. Jim Wiley, acting as agent for Beacon Street, for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to construct a new single family, two-story dwelling on Lot #16 within Moss 
Landing.  The home will be consistent and will match single family, residences in the development. 
 
Jim Wiley came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Wiley presented the new plan to the Commission.  
Ed Hodges stated that the neighborhood is looking great.  Mr. Wiley stated that he would like to add 
the addition of a possible screened porch on the back of this house on lot#16.  
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Jim Wiley of Beacon Street Development to construct a new 
single family dwelling on the property located at Lot #16 Moss Landing.  This motion is based on 
the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.0 New Construction Section 5.2 Residential 
Construction.   They also approve the addition of a screened porch on the rear of this house on lot 
#16.  Her motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley and all voted in favor. 
 
4.  A request has been made by Ms. Ruby Moore for a Certificate of Appropriateness to screen in the 
porch located on a primary elevation on the property located at 307 East Water Street (within Moss 
Landing). 
 
Mr. Wiley also presented this request.  He stated that this house also has a rear porch that faces 
Moss Way and she would like to screen in that porch.   
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William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Ruby Moore to screen in the back porch of the river 
side of the property located at 307 East Water Street.  This motion is based on the following 
findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Section 3.6 Porches and Entryways.  Judi Hickson seconded her motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
5.  A request has been made by Mr. Bud Farrar for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make the 
following changes to the property at 249 Moss Way (Lot #32) within Moss Landing:  A. Screen the 
existing upper porch and lower loggia.  B. Add steps to the east side of porch to access the lower 
yard/deck area.  C. Add a yard deck. D.  Add wood louvers to east side of loggia for privacy. 
 
Jim Wiley state that they constructed a home on lot 32 for the Farrars.  He stated that the porch 
they wish to screen is river facing and also explained the other items the Farrar’s are wishing to 
add to the construction.   
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Bud Farrar for the submitted request on the property located 
at 249 Moss Way.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.4 
Decks and Chapter 3.6 Porches and Entryways.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor. 
 
6.  A request has been made by Mr. Frank Williams for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install 
two additional windows on a primary elevation of the property located at 716 East Main Street. 
 
Frank Williams came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Williams stated that he recently purchased 
the house and is doing a complete renovation on the house.  He stated that he plans on living in the 
house himself.  He stated that the house has two back rooms and one has three windows and the 
other only has one and to his knowledge the windows are not original to the property.  He 
explained that he would like to remove the single window and replace it with three windows to 
match the other side to get more light in the house and improve the view.  Mr. Williams stated that 
the windows would be wood. 
 
Cheri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant 
a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Frank Williams to install two additional windows on the 
south facing façade of the property located at 716 East Main Street.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.4 Windows and Doors.  Her motion was seconded by 
William Kenner and all voted in favor. 
 
B.  Minor Works 
 
1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 139 West Main Street to install a 12’x2’ sign on the front facade of the property.  
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 716 East Main Street to replace rotten siding in kind on multiple elevations of the 
property. 
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3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 418 East Second to install a wooden garden shed in the backyard of the property.  
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 705 West Second Street to replace the existing HVAC unit on the property.   
5.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 304 West Second Street to replace the existing HVAC unit on the property.  
6.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 318 East Second Street to install a 3’ decorative fence along the eastern property line in 
the front yard of the property. 
 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor. 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Window Standards – Policy Statements 

John Rodman came forward and presented some policy statements on windows that were written by 
the Commission.  Mr. Rodman stated that he thought they should consider asking Council to maybe 
put a moratorium on the complete changing of windows until they can figure out how they want to 
handle windows in the future.  The Commission agreed. 
 
William Kenner made a motion to recommend that the City Council place a 60 day moratorium on 
replacement windows until the Commission can draft a policy or regulations on windows to meet 
their standards.  Cheri Vaughn seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
The Commission appointed a committee of Ed Hodges, Mark Everett, William Kenner and possibly 
Dee Congleton and others from the public.   

 
 2.  Demolition By Neglect Ordinance Update 
 
 Emily Rebert came forward and updated the Commission on the Demolition By Neglect process.   
 
VII. Approval of Minutes – April 4, 2017 
Geraldine McKinley made a motion to approve the April minutes.  Her motion was seconded by William 
Kenner and all voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Judi Hickson made a motion to adjourn.  William Kenner seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor. 

 
 

 


